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Abstract: A number of studies show that the demographic strength of many so-
called “fegional””or “Mminority””language groups is declining across Europe,
despite a trend towards greater acceptance in mainstream discourse of the
concept of linguistic dsiversity.

An example is given of a university that owes its very existence to the refusal
to allow the use of a language other than the official language of the state in a
state-run university, and to the response of a regional government occimmtted
to supporting its own langiuage. This is the Universitat Oberta de Catalunya.

The role of a university in helping to develop a suitable dynamic favourable to
the recovery of a so-called “Mminority language”’is discussed in the framework
of a model of sociolinguistic change that puts the individual and his/her
perceptions at its centre.

Some relevant bibliography:

Climent, Salvador; Miquel Strubell, Marta Torres & Glyn Williams (2002) "The Atlantis
Observatory: Resources Available on the Internet to Serve Speakers and Learners of
Minority Languages "; publicat en les Actes del /published in the Proceedings of the /
Workshop Portability Issues in Human Language Technologies; in Language Resources
and Evaluation Conference (LREC, Las Palmas), http://www.lrec-conf.org/lrec2002/

Climent, Salvador; Joaquim Moré, Antoni Oliver, Miriam Salvatierra, Imma Sanchez,
Mariona Taulé & Lluisa Vallmanya (2003) “Bilingual Newsgroups in Catalonia: A Challenge
for Machine Translation” Journal of Computer-Mediated Communication, 9 (1) November
2003. http://www.ascusc.org/jcmc/vol9/issuel/climent.html

Nelde, Peter; Strubell, Miquel & Williams, Glyn (1996). Euromosaic. Produccion y
reproduccion de los grupos lingtiisticos minoritarios de la UE. Comision Europea,
Luxemburgo.


http://www.palmenia.helsinki.fi/congress/bilingual2005
mailto:mstrubell@uoc.edu
http://www.lrec-conf.org/lrec2002/
http://www.ascusc.org/jcmc/vol9/issue1/climent.html

Strubell, Miguel (1996) "Language planning and classroom practice in Catalonia™, Journal
of Multilingual & Multicultural Development, vol. 17, nos. 2-4, pp. 262-275.
http://www.multilingual-matters.net/jmmd/017/0262/jmmd0170262.pdf

Strubell, Miquel (coord.)(2001) Lesser-Used Languages in States Applying for EU
Membership (Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Poland and Slovenia). Summary.
Education & Culture Series. EDUC 106A EN. Directorate-General for Research, European
Parliament. Strasbourg. http://www.europarl.eu.int/workingpapers/educ/pdf/106a_en.pdf
& http://cv.uoc.es/~grcO_003638_web/106a_en.pdf

Strubell, Miquel (2001). "Some aspects of a sociolinguistic perspective to language
planning” in Kees De Bot, Shaak Kroon, Peter H. Nelde & Hans Van Der Velde (eds.)
Institutional Status and Use of National Languages in Europe. Plurilingua XXI11, Asgard
Verlag, Sy. Augustin: pp. 91-106. ISBN: 3-427-64231-3.

Strubell, Miguel (2001) "Minorities and European Language Policies", a Minorités et
I'aménagement linguistique, Plurilingua XXI1, pp. 45-58.
http://www.geaocities.com/m_strubell/viena.htm

Strubell, Miquel (coord.)(2002) The European Union and Minority Languages. Education &
Culture Series. EDUC 108 EN. Directorate-General for Research, European Parliament.
Strasbourg.

Strubell, Miquel & Marta Torres-Vilatarsana (2002) "El projecte Atlantis: Recursos digitals
per a les llenglies minoritzades de la UE, Recursos per a | 8nsenyament del catala”.
Digit-Hum, Revista digital d'Humanitats, vol. 5, 2003. (Comunicacié presentada al 3r
Simposi sobre | &nsenyament de catala a no catalanoparlants, Vic 4-6 de setembre de
2002.) http://www.uoc.edu/humfil/articles/cat/atlantis0303/atlantis0303.html

Strubell, Miquel & Marta Torres-Vilatarsana (2002) "L Dbservatori Atlantis: recursos
vinculats a les noves tecnologies per a les llengties minoritzades de la UE". Comunicacio
presentada al Congrés Mundial Sobre Politiques Linguistiques, Barcelona, 16-20 d'abril de
2002. http://www.linguapax.org/congres/taller/taller5/Torres.html

Strubell, Miquel (2004). "Small is beautiful: Bringing higher education closer to the
people”, in Caoilfhionn Nic Phaidin & Donla ui Bhraondin (eds.) University Education in
Irish: Challenges and Perspectives. Dublin, Fiontar, Dublin City University: pp. 25-38.

Williams, G.; P. Nelde & M. Strubell "Del diagnostic al remei: Euromosaic, llengua i
desenvolupament economic”, Revista de llengua i dret, 28, pp. 145-186, 1997.


http://www.multilingual-matters.net/jmmd/017/0262/jmmd0170262.pdf
http://www.europarl.eu.int/workingpapers/educ/pdf/106a_en.pdf
http://cv.uoc.es/~grc0_003638_web/106a_en.pdf
http://www.geocities.com/m_strubell/viena.htm
http://www.uoc.edu/humfil/articles/cat/atlantis0303/atlantis0303.html
http://www.linguapax.org/congres/taller/taller5/Torres.html

